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Abstract

This study examines the attitudes of Saudi elites toward media regulations governing podcast
content in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. It addresses the issue that the rapid proliferation of
podcasts—characterized by decentralized production and ease of distribution outside traditional
"gatekeeping" mechanisms—has outpaced legislative adaptation, creating ambiguity regarding
content regulation. A knowledge gap exists due to the absence of specialized research tracking
elite attitudes specifically toward regulations for this medium; previous studies have focused on
new media regulations in general or on media ethics.

The study aims to reveal how elite characteristics (elite type, professional attributes, and
behavioral traits) influence attitudes across four dimensions: the need for regulation, the
adequacy of current legislation, the preferred regulatory mechanism (self-regulation vs.
government regulation), and priorities regarding content regulation.

The study adopts Social Responsibility Theory as its governing framework, supported by
Agenda-Setting and Framing theories. It employs a descriptive-analytical approach and a
questionnaire utilizing a five-point Likert scale, surveying a purposive or quota sample (300—
400 individuals) of media, academic, and legal elites, while testing null hypotheses at a
significance level of 0.05.

The study is expected to enrich academic literature and provide regulatory bodies with data to
support the formulation of legislation that strikes a balance between protecting societal values
and safeguarding creative freedom.

Keywords: Elite Attitudes, Media Legislation, Podcasts, Social Responsibility.
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