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Abstract

This research examines "fantastic narrative" (al-sard al-‘aja’ibi) in the novel Al-Dakhla by
Bahraini author Amina Al-Kohji (166 pages, Austin Macauley, Sharjah, 2024), combining
theoretical grounding with textual analysis.

The theoretical section traces the origins of the "fantastic" as a literary genre and its overlap with
related terms (the marvelous, the uncanny, fantasy, absurdist literature), relying heavily on
Tzvetan Todorov's theory of "hesitation" as the defining criterion separating the uncanny, the
marvelous, and the fantastic. It also surveys roots of the genre in the Arabic heritage (One
Thousand and One Nights, al-Ma‘arri's Epistle of Forgiveness, Kitab al- ‘Azama) and compares
it with the Western Gothic novel and magical realism in Gabriel Garcia Marquez and Naguib
Mahfouz.
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The applied section analyzes the plot centered on Hiyam, a Bahraini Moroccan girl admitted to
a psychiatric hospital after witnessing her parents' mysterious murder, then sent to live with her
grandmother in the Moroccan city of Dakhla. A series of fantastic events (apparitions of her
dead mother, hidden killings) unfold, all ultimately given rational explanations — placing the
novel within what Todorov calls the "explained supernatural." The study concludes that the
author uses the fantastic as a narrative device to expose Hiyam's psychological disturbance and
hidden family conflict, rather than to build an independent supernatural world.

Keywords: Fantastic Narrative, Gulf Novel, Amina Al-Kohji, 4/-Dakhla, Tzvetan Todorov,
Hesitation, the Fantastic /Uncanny, Magical Realism, the Marvelous and the Strange.
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