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Abstract

This study examines the role of digital media in promoting cultural heritage within Saudi
society, using the Royal Institute of Traditional Arts ("Warth") as a case study. It addresses the
issue that national efforts under Vision 2030 to bolster the cultural sector are not matched by
digital media utilization that is sufficiently effective in conveying the heritage message,
particularly to the youth demographic.

The study aims to identify the impact of digital media—across its dimensions of platforms,
interactive content, engagement, and reach/dissemination—on the promotion of cultural
heritage—across its dimensions of cultural awareness, identity preservation, public participation,
and the enhancement of the cultural image. It also seeks to test hypotheses regarding the
existence of a statistically significant impact at the (a0 < 0.05) level.

The study is theoretically grounded in Uses and Gratifications Theory, Media Technological
Determinism, Media Dependency Theory, and Cultural Diffusion. The study employs a
descriptive-analytical approach, utilizing an online questionnaire as the research instrument. It
targets a simple random sample of 400 individuals from the Saudi public who use digital
platforms—determined using the Krejcie and Morgan formula—with fieldwork scheduled for
the second half of 2025.

The study derives its academic significance from the scarcity of applied research on specialized
heritage institutions within the Saudi context, and its practical importance from providing
indicators and recommendations to support the development of digital strategies for "Warth" and
cultural entities.

Keywords: Digital Media, Cultural Heritage, Cultural Identity, Royal Institute of Traditional
Arts ("Warth"), Vision 2030.
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